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William Hall, who visited Stratford in 1694, records
the tradition that the poet himself composed the lines
in a style calculated to impress sextons and prevent
them from digging up his bones and throwing them
into the adjacent charnel house. However this may
be, the grave has remained unopened.

Seven years later, thirty-six of Shakespeare's plays
were collected by two of his former colleagues of the
theater, Heming and Condell, whom he had remembered
in his will, and published in the famous First Folio.
The preliminary documents in this volume, printed in
our appendix, close significantly the contemporary
records of the man, and bind together the burgess of
Stratford with the actor of London and the dramatist
of the world.

Of Shakespeare's handwriting nothing that can be
called his with complete assurance has survived except
six signatures; one to the deposition in the matter of
the Mountjoy marriage; one to the deed of the house
he bought in Blackfriars in 1613, one to the mortgage-
deed on the same house, executed on the day after the
purchase, and one on each of the three sheets of paper
containing his will, the last of which has in addition the
words "By me." All six are somewhat crabbed speci-
mens of the old English style of handwriting, some-
what similar to that now used in German, and then
about to be supplanted in England by the Italian or
italic script. Of the many other signatures attributed
to the poet, the best case for genuineness has been made